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everybody should be able to get sufficient work to enable him to
make the two ends meet. And this ideal can be universally realiz-
ed only if the means of production of elementary necessaries of life
remain in the control of the masses. These should be freely avail-
able to all as God's air and water are or ought to be; they should
not be made a vehicle of traffic for the exploitation of others. Their
monopolization by any country, nation or groups of persons would
be unjust. The neglect of this simple principle is the cause of the
destitution that we witness today not only in this unhappy land
but other parts of the world too. It is this evil that the khadi
movement is calculated to remedy. Savings banks and insurance
companies will be there even when the economic reforms suggested
by me have been effected but their nature will have undergone a
complete transformation. Savings banks today in India though
a useful institution do not serve the very poorest. As for our
insurance companies they are of no use whatever to the poor.
What part they can play in an ideal scheme of reconstruction such
as I have postulated is more than I can say. The function of
savings banks ought to be to enable the poorest to husband their
hard-earned savings and to subserve the interests of the country
generally. Though I have lost faith in most Government insti-
tutions, as I have said before, savings banks are good so far as
they go but unfortunately today their services are available only
to the urban section of the community and so long as our gold
reserves are located outside India they can hardly be regarded
as trustworthy institutions. In the event of a war all these banks
may become not only utterly useless but even a curse to the people
inasmuch as the Government will not scruple to employ the
funds held by these banks against the depositors themselves. No
Government institution can be depended upon to remain loyal
to the interests of the people in emergency, if they are not controlled
by and not run in the interests of the people. So long therefore as
this primary condition is absent banks are in the last resort ad-
ditional links to keep the people in chains. They may be regarded
as an unavoidable evil and therefore to be suffered to exist but it
is well to understand where we are in respect even of such harm-
less looking institutions.
FOREIGN v. SWADESHI
Q,. What is your opinion about the importation of foreign goods
other than cloth into India? Are there any foreign commodities which you
would like to see immediately laid under prohibition? What do you think
should be the nature of India's foreign trade in the future?